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Disappointed Serbs Sell Up And Go 

23 06 2006  Angry over the referendum result and fearful for the future, many Serbs are 

emigrating to central Serbia.  
 
By Bojana Stanisic in Pljevlja (Balkan Insight, 23 June 06) 

The villagers of Seoce, near Andrijevica, in northern Montenegro, are angry. The reason is the outcome 
of the May 21 referendum on independence, which Montenegrin separatists won by a large margin. 
 

Such is the indignation in Seoce, which voted "en masse" against sovereignty, that many locals have 
decided to sell up and emigrate to Sumadija, in central Serbia. 
 
They plan to move the whole village over the border and rename their new home Seoce. 
 
Villagers have made it clear that if any one buyer is interested in buying up the entire village, they would 
offer a substantial discount of up to 15 per cent. 
 
One would-be ex-Montenegrin is Stanoje Stijovic. "As soon as I sell my property I will move to Serbia," 
he said. "We plan to buy a whole village in Serbia and rename it Seoce out of love for our native land." 
 
The villagers protest that their departure is not a sign of indifference to the place many were born in, and 

in which many invested all their savings. 
 
"I invested my entire capital in my native village," said Vujica Mitrovic, who came all the way from 
Denmark, where he works, to vote in the referendum. 
 
"But I am deeply disappointed with the result, which is why I have decided to sell my whole estate - 
three houses in Andrijevica, a house in Seoce, another in Sutomore on the Adriatic coast and a country 
home in the Balja Mountain." 
 
Thirty-five villagers from Beranselo, near the town Berani in the north of Montenegro, have also put up 
their land and houses for sale, hoping for Albanian buyers. 
 

Milan Korac, a Beranselo representative, says the village is on sale solely to Albanians - reflecting the 
bitter convictions of many Serbs that ethnic minority votes secured victory for the separatists in the May 
21 poll. 
 
Potential Albanian buyers have already come forward, the Tahiraj, Salihovic and Brucaj families from the 
village of Grncari in northern Montenegro. 
 
"They saw the houses for sale and said they will call us and come again. We did not speak about the 
price, but I told them that there would not be any problems. They liked what they saw," Korac told 
Balkan Insight. 
 

He pointed out that the prospective buyers liked the fact there was a school in the village, as all three 
families have large numbers of children. 
 
The residents of Seoce and Beranselo may sound like an extreme example but their case is not unique. 
Many of the inhabitants of Pljevlja, a town in northern Montenegro, have also declared they will move to 
Serbia. 
 
Serbs are the majority in this northern municipality and have strong links to the town of Prijepolje, on 
the Serbian side of the border, which they fear may be jeopardised now the old republican border is an 
international frontier. 
 
Dragan Paldrmic, vice-president of the Pljevlja assembly, said in the first few days after the vote he had 

received information that about a hundred local residents were planning to move. 
 
Students pursuing courses in Serbia had already changed their addresses to ensure they were registered 
as Serbian domiciles, he went on. 
 
"Around 700 students from the Pljevlja area who are studying at universities in Serbia went before the 
referendum, as they expected an unfavourable outcome," he said. "People are deeply disappointed and 



have started moving out." 

 
Bosko Bjekovic, financial officer in the municipal administration of Pljevlja, is among those planning to 
sell to an Albanian buyer before moving to central Serbia. 
 
"I would like to sell all my property in Sumani [a village] to Albanians," he said. "If the Albanian buyer 
has more than ten children, I will give him a ten per-cent discount." 
 
Ethnologist and anthropologist Radoman Manojlovic voiced similar bitterness over the role of minorities 
in the referendum. 
 
"Albanians and Muslims made a decision affecting crucially the lives of my children," he said. "I will take 
the first opportunity that occurs to move to Serbia." 

 
What lies behind this bitterness is the fact that Montenegrins who were permanent residents in Serbia 
could not vote in the May 21 poll. 
 
Under the referendum legislation, accepted by the Venice Commission of the Council of Europe, only 
citizens registered as resident in Montenegro could cast ballots. 
 
But Albanians and Bosniaks who had kept their residency in Montenegro came home in large numbers for 
the referendum and cast votes. Now, some Serbs say they intend to boycott their shops and cafes in 
revenge. 
 
"So far we have made no distinction," said Petar, a resident of 

 
Pljevlja. "We used to buy things in those shops where we found what we needed, regardless of whether 
the owner was a Serb, Muslim or Bosniak. 
 
"But since May 21 this has not been so and now I exclusively buy goods in shops owned by Serbs, just 
like the majority of my friends and relatives." 
 
Bosko Bjekovic, the town's financial officer, said a boycott of Muslim shops was to be expected - 
especially if locals found the price of goods from Serbia going up as a result of independence. 
 
"Almost all the goods in Pljevlja, from food to cosmetics, come from Serbia," he noted. 

 
Apart from anger about the result of the referendum, many Serbs say they want to abandon northern 
Montenegro because they are afraid for their safety. 
 
They say slogans such as "Montenegro, my dear mother, we will slay the Serbs tonight", "Hang Serbs" 
and "Traitors, go to Serbia" were routine in the pro-independence camp and could be heard at their 
celebrations in Pljevlja. 
 
"Nothing will be the same after the songs and slogans we heard being sung and chanted," said Mirko, a 
Pljevlja resident. "I feel threatened and I don't want my children to have problems just because they are 
Serbs." 
 

Sanja, a local shopkeeper, agreed she no longer felt comfortable in her native town. "They were singing 
about slaughtering Serbs," she said. "I am afraid and I want to leave." 
 
Some residents of Pljevlja did not wait for the independence referendum to put their homes on the 
market but sold up before, correctly anticipating the outcome. 
 
"I expected this result so I sold my property on time and secured a roof over my head in Serbia," said 
Radoman Brasanac. 
 
"Everything I had earned and acquired I sold and invested in Serbia. I did not want to wait for the 
referendum results and then have to weigh up the options." 
 

In the village of Seoce, which is entirely Serbian, locals are also prey to security fears. Their immediate 
neighbours in Plav and Gusinje are mainly Albanian. Some fear the repeat of the Kosovo scenario, in 
which Albanians drove out Serbs by force, following the arrival of international troops ending the conflict 
between Serb forces and Kosovo Albanian guerillas. 
 
Velimir Guberinic, a refugee from Kosovo who lives in the village, has already suffered at the hands of 
Albanians. "I don't want to go through the same ordeal again," he said. "I want to get a new life in 
Serbia." 
 



Other northerners want to leave simply because they fear that they will not gain a decent livelihood in an 

independent Montenegro. The north is already disproportionately poor, housing 45 per cent of the 
republic's poorest citizens although it has only 31 per cent of the total population. 
 
Ljubisa Guberinic wants to leave Seoce because he says the Montenegrin government could not care less 
about the interests of the local Serbs. 
 
"I used to work at the [nearby] Soko Stark factory but am now jobless and on the brink of disaster," he 
said. "I have to seek refuge in Serbia." 
 
"We have received nothing from the Montenegrin government because we are Serbs." 
 
Pljevlja possesses two large employers, a thermoelectric plant and a coal mine. But they are not enough 

to employ all the people now seeking jobs and many locals live a hand-to-mouth existence. They fear 
independence will deepen the region's malaise. 
 
Jovan, a greengrocer in Pljevlja, says a tighter border with Serbia will damage trade and push up prices. 
Several years ago he lost his full-time job and now he lives from selling the fruit and vegetables that he 
imports from Serbia. 
 
"If customs duties and taxes go up, I won't be able to support my family," he said. 
 
"I can't afford to play with those things so I have put my land and house on sale. As soon as the first 
buyer comes, I will sell everything and move to Serbia." 
 
Bojana Stanisic works for the Podgorica daily newspaper Dan. Balkan Insight is BIRN's online publication. 


